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Abstract

Man'’s encroachment on environment began after the Second
World War. Henceforth, man’s status as the vicegerent of God
was substituted with a new status—i.e., domination over the
nature—and he established an instrumentalist relationship
with his environment; to the extent that he gradually began to
manipulate genetic modifications of living organisms. In the
course of this evolution, on the one hand, man became the
servant and interpreter of nature, and on the other hand, he
understood that he can only understand the process of nature
in the form of observation and in practice through experience.
Spinoza called the multiplicity of beings from the causal point
of view, referring to the infinite substance, "God or nature".
Bacon said: "knowledge is power" and the basis of "morality or
anti-morality" is formed in human nature and man himself is
the servant and interpreter of nature. He called the logic,
which is derived from the facts in the right way,
"interpretation of nature".
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It seems that the current environmental challenges and crises
can be rationally tackled and significantly alleviated if the
three essential and necessary elements of “morality/ethics,
religion, and science” are simultaneously recognized. This
paper is concerned with the significance of religion in its
bearing on the conservation of nature in traditional societies,
and the significance of morality with respect to environment
in the contemporary world. Therefore, the pivot of the
ariglument for the problem in the modern era seems to be
ethics.

Keywords: enlightenment, God’s vicegerent, ethics,
environment, religious commitment, scientific revolution,
right of nature.

Extended Abstract
Man'’s encroachment on environment began after the Second World War.
Henceforth, man established an instrumentalist relationship with his
environment. Man’s status as the vicegerent of God was substituted with a
new status—i.e., domination over the nature—and this pinnacle of creation,
man, assumed himself to be also “divine-like”. In the course of this
substitution and with the onset of “modern” civilization, in the
continuation of enlightenment era and the developments of Renaissance,
man took “possession” of nature and gradually began to manipulate
genetic modifications of living organisms since the twentieth century.
The first question to which this paper attempts to provide an answer runs
as follows: Does humankind have any moral responsibility towards the
environmental crises which have been brought about by his own
encroachment on nature, the wars he has sparked, as well as the scientific
and technological advances? To answer this question, we should make it
explicit in what senses this responsibility could be justified. To put in other
words, we should clarify which approaches implies human’s responsibility
towards the environmental issues. What seems in this respect eminent is
the way one puts a value on the nature by itself. Such evaluation
Eresup osed in various attitudes toward man’s responsibility may be at
est classified as follows: (1) the egoistic value approach as a sort of
Anthropocentric evaluation of nature, according to which human being is
inherently valuable and thus one should hold himself responsible towards
nature in order to avoid any further damages to himself; (2) the altruistic
value approach as one other sort of Anthropocentric view, which considers
the negatives consequences of ecological issues on the other members of
the society rather than himself. In this respect, man does not bestow a bit
of value on the nature itself, nor regards it as an autonomous entity; (3) the
biocentric value approach which insists on the value of living entities—
including human beings—regardless of their benefits for man; (4) the
ecocentric value approach which maintains that not only living organs
existing in the nature, but also any other nonliving, unintelligent members
of an ecosystems is in itself valuable and thus human beings should feel
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responsible toward the every single members of his ecosystem; and at last,
(5) the naturalistic value approach which presupposes an inherent value for
the nature as a whole, regardless of its ecosystemic structure or the
benefits it provides for the human being. According to this latest view, it is
not the matter of the existence of human beings and thus nature per se
should be preserved as an utmost valuable entity even in the absence of
mankind.

The first question on the responsibility of human beings leads us to a
second problematic. How should one philosophically encounter today’s
ecological issues and in which perspective could these issues be regarded?
This paper tries in the first place to illustrate the role that religions played
in the traditional era in order to preserve the nature immune from any
kind of human-made devastations; and then, in the second stage, to trace
the marginalization process of this essential element, i.e. religious
considerations, by the emergence of modernity and the advance of
technology after the enlightenment era. In this regard, the significance of
morality and ethics in its bearing on the conservation of nature and
natural environments in the contemporary world becomes evident.
However, one should also draw the attention toward the consequences of
such ignorance toward religion and towards thinking consciously on the
nature crises in the present century. According to Kant, “man should work
himself out of the nonage which has become almost second nature to
him...Nonage is the inability to use one's own understanding without
another's guidance. This nonage is self-imposed if its cause lies not in lack
of understanding but in indecision and lack of courage to use one's own
mind without another's guidance. Dare to know! (Sapere aude!) "Have the
courage to use your own understanding," is therefore the motto of the
enlightenment.”

Enlightenment thus considered, is not solely an equivalent of progress and
welfgare, but also is equal to not to dare thinking o? whatever has to do with
a rational life including an ethical approach towards our environment.
What we are attempting to argue finally in the present paper is that the
current environmental challenges and crises seem to may be rationally
tackled and significantly alleviated if the three essential and necessary
elements of “morality/ethics, religion, and science” are simultaneously
and together recognized.
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