Studies in Practical Wisdom

Web Address: practicalwisdom.ir

Email: practicalwisdom@irip.ac.ir
Tel:+982166492169
Attribiution-NonCommercial 4.0 International
(CCBY-NC 4.0)

Open Access Journal

Studies in Practical Wisdom

Vol. 1, Number 2, spring and summer 2023, Serial Number 1

Practical Wisdom as the Origin of Modern

Social Sciences & Humanities
pp: 271-296

Hadi Mousavi*
Seyyed HamidReza Hasani**

Abstract

What we know today with different titles of Humanities, Social
Sciences, Moral Sciences or Spiritual Sciences has a historical
background in the thought of Muslim sages in the topics of
"practical wisdom". The practical wisdom that emerged in the
Islamic period is a rational knowledge, along with laws,
foundations, concepts, theories and elements required for a
knowledge. The Practical Wisdom of the Islamic period is a
knowledge that, while giving meaning to Practical Wisdom
before the Islamic period, reveals its place among other virtues;
In other words, based on the law and the components of a
knowledge, it established an organization of science in which
Practical Wisdom as a virtue is only one of its subjects. This
article is trying to show that what is discussed today under the
title of Human and Social sciences and Moral sciences, is
actually a phenomenon whose origin was the Practical Wisdom
of the Islamic period.
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Extended Abstract
The knowledges that have taken the various titles of Human Sciences, Social
Sciences, Moral Sciences, Cultural Sciences, and Spiritual Sciences have
occupied a long period of the history of the West. The question of what this
type of science is and the method of research and study in it has been a
constant concern of the elders of these sciences; If we want to trace the main
components of these sciences in the form of semiotics in history, we will
surprisingly find our way to the flow of Practical Wisdom in the Islamic
period. Therefore, it can be claimed that modern social sciences and
humanities have a history in the thought of Islamic sages under the title of
Practical Wisdom, and Practical Wisdom among Muslim sages can be
considered the ancestor of modern social sciences and humanities.
Practical wisdom underwent deep structural and content changes in the
Islamic period, so that the use of this term in the Islamic and pre-Islamic
periods can be considered as a verbal sharing in the use of this word. In fact,
the Practical Wisdom that emerged in the Islamic period is a rational
knowledge with laws, foundations, concepts, theories and elements
required for a full-fledged knowledge that did not have such a nature before.
The more important question is, why should we consider the new
humanities attributed to the Islamic period and not to the practical wisdom
attributed to the Aristotle period? Although the answer is clear and
European thinkers from Smith to Hegel have also acknowledged the
ineffectiveness of Aristotelian practical wisdom, it requires a fundamental
distinction between the practical wisdom of the Islamic period and the
practical wisdom of the period before it, and that is, in fact, the
identification of "cognitive practical wisdom". It appeared in the Islamic
period and before that there was only "virtuous practical wisdom".
Practical wisdom in the Islamic period went beyond focusing on human
virtues and became a system of knowledge; This was due to the presence of
laws, sources of knowledge, the source of the existence of voluntary objects
and the faculties that created these objects and then identified them.
Therefore, the nature of the practical wisdom of the Islamic period changed
compared to its predecessor. However, a part of the body of the scientific
community did not understand this development, and therefore the works
that entered the society under the title of Practical Wisdom or Ethics were
reminiscent of "virtuous practical wisdom". This process of progress of
Practical Wisdom as knowledge continued in the thought of great Islamic
sages, and until today, Allameh Tabataba'i opened new ways of knowledge
of Practical Wisdom to the world with the theory of Etebariat, in order to
show Islamic wisdom, its dynamism, while relying on the intellectual
foundations of the century He has preserved philosophical thinking. But the
idea of Practical Wisdom As Knowledge was transferred to Europe in a
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historical period. Although in order to accurately identify the historical
process of this transfer, historical works are needed and focus on specific
historical periods in the transfer of the scholars of the Islamic world to
Byzantium and other regions of Europe, but the illustrations that were gived
about "science of morals" in this article, speak for themselves. The literature
of Practical Wisdom that after centuries its signs still remain in western
societies including faculties, institutions, groups and their texts. These
names and emblems, which tell about the scientific content of the
knowledge of ethics and politics and not only about human virtues or
characteristics, are a sign of the shadow that the scope of Practical Wisdom
has cast over the new world; Even if this range is used unconsciously in this
scientific and intellectual space. However, the process of spreading practical
wisdom among Islamic sages is such that it has provided the necessary
facilities for scientific society and scientific progress in every period but it
is the societies that provide the ground for the use of these facilities, or they
are pleased with theories that are borrowed from strang cultures and
deprive thinkers of the ability to identify and socialize. When the European
and American societies were able to reflect the manifestations of Practical
Wisdom (with their reading) in the human sciences, the totality and
comprehensiveness of Practical wisdom that is at the disposal of the Islamic
world, why can't it give the Islamic society such a capability?

Although our intention is to express a historical course, but we follow
this course in such a way that passing through historical fields in a backward
movement. Of course, in adopting this historical method, we have been
influenced by the thought of Islamic thinkers; From the idea of Kashf al-
Ghata existing in Islamic wisdom, as well as from the method of Sirghaqarai
proposed in the theory of credits of Allameh Tabatabai; Because in order to
identify the complex credits of the contemporary world, he suggests a
regression method from the human and social realities of the current world

to the source of these credits (Tabatabaei, 2017, p. 125).
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