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Abstract
The ultimate perfection of man is depicted in every philosophical system
based on its other anthropological attitudes. Based on Ibn Sina’s
psychological foundations, this article explains and analyzes his view on
ultimate perfection and then points out some of the shortcomings in this
account.
Ibn Sina’s view on the happiness is based on his psychological views:
1. According to the theory of “spiritual occurrence of the soul”, the essence
of man is an immaterial intellect that occurs in connection with the
physical body;
2 .Ibn Sina denies the substantial movement. As a result, human nature
does not change gradually;
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3. Intellectual forms are connected to the knower soul as the accidents of a
substance;

4. The rational soul never unites with the active intellect which is the
emanating of the perceptual forms.

According to Ibn Sina, the ultimate perfection of him occurs through
passing tﬁe three stages of the hylic, habitual and the actual intellect, and
finally attaining the level of the acquired intellect, which all scientific
perfections and perceptual forms are imparted to him by the active
intellect.

Ibn Sina’s point of view requires that Ibn Sina’s essence as a philosopher
doesn't differe from his essence at birth.

His objections on substantial movement, the unification of intelligent and
intelligible and the union of the soul with the active intellect can be
answered. By accepting these issues, the way for the intrinsic evolution of
the soul is paved.

Keywords: Philosophical psychology, ultimate perfection, happiness, Ibn
Sina, acquired intellect

Keywords: philosophical psychology, ultimate perfection, happiness, Ibn
Sina, acquired intellect.

Extended Abstract

The issue of human happiness and ultimate perfection is among the issues
of philosophical psychology, which should be discussed in any
philosophical system in accordance with its other anthropological
attitudes. Based on the analysis of Ibn Sina’s psychological foundations,
this article explains and analyzes his view on what the ultimate perfection
of man is, and then points out some of the shortcomings in this account.
Ibn Sina's exposition of the nature of human happiness and the ultimate
perfection of man is based on the psychological views of Hikmat Masha,
especially the spirituality of the Occurrence of the soul, the negation of
suEstantial movement, the negation of the union of intelligent and
intelligible, and the negation of the union of the soul with the active
intellect.

According to the theory of “spiritual occurrence of the soul”, the human
soul occurs as a spiritual being, i.e. it starts its being as a totally incorporeal
thing from the beginning of its creation. From Ibn Sina’s point of view, the
human soul is an immaterial intellect which comes into being in
connection with a physical being, that is, the human body.

Another basis of Ibn Sina which is involved in his interpretation of human
happiness, is the theory of the negation of substantial movement. In
agreement with all philosophers before Mulla sadra, he believes that only
four accidental categories can be the subject to movement and that
movement or gradual change cannot be found in the category of substance.
As a result, human essence and the substance of his soul does not change
gradually.
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Two other bases that are involved in understanding the nature of human
happiness are: the negation of the union of the intelligent and intelligible
and the negation of the union of the soul with the active inteﬁect.
According to Ibn Sina, there is a union between rational perceptual forms
and the soul which understands them, a union of a substance and its
accident. He believes that the understanding of these perceptual forms by
the soul is similar to the patterns that are added to the wall, but they do
not add anything to the wall itself. One of the consequences of this attitude
is that the rational soul never unites with the active intellect which is the
emanating of these perceptual forms, but only connects to it and receives
intellectual forms from it.

According to Ibn Sina, the perfection of man is the evolution of the
theoretical intellect of the soul through its three stages. And the ultimate
perfection of him occurs through passing hylic intellect, habitual intellect,
actual intellect and finally attaining the level of acquired intellect which all
scientific perfections and perceptual forms are imparted to him by the
active intellect. In the process of this evolution, the being of the self is
added by some accidents, but the soul itself is not to be completed like any
immaterial essence isn’t. On the other hand, the connection of the soul
with perceptual forms doesn't make it be united with them, exactly like
the relation between the active intellect and the human soul which only
occurs a kind of exchange between them, without a stronger relationship
between the human essence and the active intellect as a unification.
Nevertheless, we can find another illustration for the ultimate perfection
of man in Ibn Sina’s words, in which, acknowledging the superiority of
intuitive and mystical perception, the direct observation of the soul in
relation to the supreme principles and the Almighty God is mentioned. But
the important point here is that this image cannot be derived from Ibn
Sina’s philosophical system and an obvious gap can be seen between them.
Avicenna's point of view requires that the essence of Ibn Sina the
philosopher does not differ from his essence at birth, and the essence of
the wise and high-level humans like prophets are equal to the fools in their
essenes. On the other hand, it seems that there is room for doubt in Ibn
Sina’s basic psychological views. The human soul dose not occurred
spiritually, but materially as Mulla sadra said. His objections on the two
issues of the union of intelligent and intelligible and the union of the soul
with the active intellect can be answered based on the acceptance of
substantial movement. By accepting these four issues, the way for the
substantial and intrinsic evolution of the soul is paved and another
illustration of the ultimate perfection of man should be presented as Mulla
sadra did. In this way, the mentioned gap in Ibn Sina’s view also
disappears.
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