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Abstract

In his Critique of Practical Reason, Kant talks about the Primacy
of practical reason. The question of the primacy of theoretical
or practical reason is based on the conflict that occurs between
the two reasons, and the idea of the unity of reason. Theoretical
and practical reasons are in conflict, because on the one hand,
theoretical reason excludes the possibility of knowing the
unconditioned. On the other hand, practical reason considers
belief in God, the freedom and immortality of the soul as a
condition for the possibility of morality, as well as resolving the
conflict that arises with the concept of the highest good. In
resolving this conflict in a brief statement, Kant considers
theoretical reason to be practical in its nature. In this essay, an
argument on_ the practicality of theoretical reason is
reconstructed by explaining the concept of doctrinal belief.
Key words: Kant, Theoretical Reason, Practical Reason,
Doctrinal Belief, Primacy.
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One of Kant’s famous doctrines is the unity of reason, according to
which, the practical and theoretical reasons are two dimensions of
one reason. Kant emphasizes that there is one reason that judges from
two different points of view based on a priori principles. In addition
to this unity, he talks about the priority of practical reason over
theoretical reason and argues brietly for this priority (CPrR, 5: 119-
121). But why does Kant raise the problem of priority in addition to
the unity of reason? If there is one reason that judges on different
areas, why should one of them have priority over the other?

The reason for the problem of the priority of theoretical and
ractical reason in relation to each other is the conflict that arises
etween the two reasons. The idea of the unity of reason and the

conflict between two reasons are not consistent, and so, Kant
proposes the problem of priority in order to find a solution to this
apparent conflict.

What is the point of the conflict between theoretical and practical
reason? According to Kant’s conception of cognition, the theoretical
reason denies the possibility of any cognition of the unconditioned
objects of reason, i.e., the soul, the world and God. In the
Transcendental Dialectic, by examining the three fields of rational
?s‘\lrchology, rational cosmology, and rational theology (the three

ields of classical meta hysic%i Kant argues that to speak of the
unconditioned objects of reason in these areas requires to transcend
experience and thus creates an illusion. An illusion that Kant calls it
the transcendental illusion (CPuR, A295/ B352) and concludes that the
unconditioned objects of reason are not proper objects of possible
experience. The “unconditioned obf'lects of reason are therefore
beyond the realm of cognition. On the other hand, from a practical

oint of view, the belief in God, the immortality of the soul and
reedom, as postulates of pure practical reason are the condition for
resolving the conflict in the space of practical reason: this conflict
arises from the duty to bring about the highest good. The highest good
is a concept that includes happiness and virtue (CPrR, 5: 110). Belief in
these objects is the requirement of rational morality and Kant calls
this belief, rational belief. Thus, on the one hand the pure theoretical
reason excludes the unconditioned objects of reason from the realm
of cognition and on the other hand, the pure practical reason accepts
the belief in these objects as a rational belief. These two sides of
reason lead to an apparent conflict between the theoretical and
practical reason. The unconditioned objects of reason are
incognizable but belief in them is rational.

Kant proposes a triad to resolve this conflict,: the priority of
theoretical reason over practical reason, the absence of priority, the
priority of practical reason over theoretical reason. Rejecting the first
two assumptions, Kant claims the priority of practical over theoretical
reason. His argument for this claim is based on this premise: all
interests are ultimately practical, and even the interest of the
theoretical is only conditional and complete only in its practical
a}oplication (CPrR, 5: 121). But he does not explain more about this
claim. So, this claim remains ambiguous and becomes the source of
interpretative conflict.

Kant formerly says that, the interest of speculative reason is the
cognition of objects up to the highest a priori principles. Thus, the
speculative reason seeks the highest principles and also it is only
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conditioned in its theoretical use. Based on these two premises, it can
be concluded that the highest a priori principles are practical.

Therefore, it can be said that the highest ﬁrinciples of theoretical
reason are also practical and therefore the theoretical reason is also
practical. But why?

This essay explains the practical nature of theoretical reason and
defends that theoretical reason is practical in a strong sense. The
argument for this claim is based on Kant’s remarks on doctrinal belief,
According to Kant’s conception of the theoretical understanding of
nature, the presupposition of the purposive unity of nature is a
necessary condition for the a%pplicatlon of the reason to nature; for
this goal, the wise creator of nature should be presu?posed. Thus,
there is a goal i.e., the theoretical understanding of nature as a
purposive unity and this goal is achieved with this assumption.
Theoretical reason seeks the systematic unity of nature and this aim
is based on the assumption of the wise creator. Thus, in its highest
use, theoretical reason imposes the systematic unity as a norm in the
study of nature and this norm leads to belief in_some incognizable
objects. It can be said that the theoretical study of nature depends on
some goal and therefore, the theoretical reason is practical. So, there
is a kind of unity between theoretical and practical reason. But what
is the reason for the priority of practical reason over theoretical
reason? It is because the normative aim of theoretical reason, in
contrast to practical reason, is a possible aim.
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