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Abstract

As one scientific brilliant figure of Iran and Islam, Ibn Sina has
proposed various theories in different disciplines of science. In
the last chapters of his precious al-Isharat wa al-Tanbihat
where he deals with sa'adat (happiness), bahjat (delight) and
the position of mystics, and shows his deep thought and pure
spirit in the field, Ibn Sina suggested his inventive theories. He
was not a mere philosopher in seclusion, but also had a hand
in politics attending the courts of monarchs in order to give
medical services or administrative advices to them for his
wits. Consequently, it would surely be natural to expect him to
express his strong opinions in politics, too.

The important principle of Ibn Sina's political theor
stands on the perfective innate nature of man through whic
his theory of Eappiness becomes evident. According to him,
"Allah almighty has created the nature of man' soul in such a
way that w%en it is left by itself without any deterrent from
outside, it is inclined to seek for knowledge whatsoever and
proceeds to know his Lord [Almighty] and the angels.
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Extended Abstract

Ibn Sina's fundamental principle in politics comes from his theory in
the formation of society and from the fact that man's survival comes
from man's collaboration with others in different issues, (al-Shifa, al-
Ilahiyyat, 10th article, P. 441). And since he holds that collaboration
in society is necessary, he considers law, justice and government
necessary .

In a nutshell, the need for government, Ibn Sina's argues, is based
on the need for collaboration and cooperation of people in their
society in different aspects, including their transactions. He also
argues that the proposition "people inevitably need to cooperate
with one another in order to survive" is self-evident. (Ibid.).
Therefore, he holds that the establishment of government is a
rational and necessary issue as per this evident principle, because
law must be above and dominant over such collaborations, (Nijat, P.
38). As it were, in transactions there is no choice but to maintain
tradition and justice. (al-Shifa, al-llahiyyat, P. 441).

In his study of the need for government in the first phase, Ibn
Sina deals with the necessity of law, tradition and justice, and then
in his many works such as al-Shifa and al-Nijat he elaborates that it
is law to manage and conduct transactions. (al-Nijat, P. 381). As a
result, the main characteristic of legitimacy of a government is the
implement of law in society. In other words, a legal government is
the lawful one, rather than dictatorship, or local governments
controlled by the will of monarchs or despot rulers.

In his study of law-making, Ibn Sina suggests two levels: first
Divine Law that provides man with fixed laws for the perfection of
man, and second it is the government that makes necessary laws as
per the situations and demands of time .

Ibn Sina's prominent point in his political thought is the position
of rationality in government. That is to say, in a desired system of
government general laws are provided through revelation to
prophets in order to fairly manage and conduct issues, they are
merely general principles, though. However, the elites and ruling
class are to decide about the second level as per rationality in order
to promote justice. In addition, Ibn Sina argues that the survival of
government depends on reason; that is to say, if a government were
stablished on rationality and by the elites deprived of divine wisdom
and laws, it would not be a desired one; nonetheless, it might survive
for its fair management of the issues .

Ibn Sina has not collection all issues of this filed in one book,
however, he proposed important issues of his political philosophy in
the shadow of other disciplines; sometimes, instead of following and
explaining Farabi's theories, he went to propose his own inventive
thoughts .
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Having adopted a descriptive-analytic method, the author first
has cast a look in Ibn Sina's social and historical environment. Then,
he goes on to treat with the role of perfectionism existing in the
nature of man in Ibn Sina's political philosophy through his system
of philosophy and epistemology, both. Later, he has gone to examine
issues such as the structure of society, justice and law as the basic

rinciples of the formation of government, the basis of revelation in
aw-making and pillars of legitimacy of government. Other issues
dealt with here are the legislative branch and its details in Ibn Sina's
view and the criticism of his view on slavery .

The most important achievement of this paper is to pave the way
for an Iranian-Islamic political theory as per Ibn Sina .

In the end, the author has come to the conclusion that Ibn Sina's
political philosophy is reconcilable with both his intended system of
religion and with his own system of philosophy. This matter
demonstrates Ibn Sina's comprehensive approach and far-
sightedness.
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