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Abstract

Suhrawardy has revolutionized many philosophical issues,
including those related to action by his illuminationist (ishraqji)
philosophy. His view on the number of principles and the
process of acting is similar to that of other Muslim
philosophers, but the illuminationist system has influenced the
issues related to action. Presential knowledge of self, body,
body’s faculties and action, performing simultaneously many
actions by the strength of soul, preservation of perceptual
forms in the heaven’s soul, imaginable body and action in world
of images, manifestation of light in the body and emergence of
different faculties, desire and its connection with the light, the
necessity of desire toward the world of light and the way to
reach it, the explanation of some actions based on the
illumination of light, the illumination or darkening of the
society according to the actions of the rulers and the darkness
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of the action are some of the effects of Shaikh Al-Ishraq's
Hluminationist system on the issues related to action.

Key words: Suhrawardfr, Philosophy of Action, Principles of
Action, Philosophy of Illumination, Voluntary Action.

Extended Abstract

By presenting the illuminationist (ishraqi) philosophy, Suhrawardy created
a tremendous change in the philosophy of the Islamic world. His different
views created changes in many topics. The topics related to action are
among the topics in which the illuminationist system sheds light and
distinguished Suhrawardy’s view from other philosophers in this field. The
effects of Suhrawardy’s philosophical system in the topics related to action
can be placed in at least seven categories: 1. action and perception, 2. The
Lord of human and human actions, 3. The body and the it faculties, 4. The
world of light and various human actions, 5. Light and desire , 6. The nature
of action, and 7. The effects of action in society.

The presence of presential knowledge of the body, its faculties and
action, the dependence of perception on attention, having degree of
perception, the possibility o perfgrming multiple actions with multiple
perceptions based on the strength of the soul, the grounding of not paying
attention to some matters in order to pay attention to other matters, and
different explanations of the faculties of imagination and memory are
among the effects of the illuminationist system in the field of the
relationship between perception and action.

According to Suhrawardy, when a person performs an action on his body,
he has presential knowledge of the body's faculties and the action he is
performing. Suhrawardy considers attention to be in the nature of
perception and based on the levels and degrees of attention, he also
considers perception to have levels and degrees. If a person can have
multiple attentions at the same time, he can have multiple actions. A strong
soul gives such an ability to a person, and on the other hand, a weak soul
does not have the ability to perform two simple actions at the same time. If
a person reduces his attention from some things, he can pay attention to the
world of light and the things corresponding to it and have desire to there.

In Suhrawardy’s view, the body is the first material cause of action. He
considers bodily faculties to be manifestations of the human soul and
introduces the imaginable body and, accordingly, the action in the
imaginary world. Steamy soul, as a part of the body, creates the conditions
for the acceptance of certain states and certain actions for humans.

Shaikh Al-Ishraq explains the things that people are passionate about
based on light. The more the effects of light in a phenomenon, the greater
the human enthusiasm for that object, for example, the enthusiasm for gold
is more compared to other objects, because gold shows more effects of light.
In addition, different lights require different moods. Based on this, there are
differences between men and women, cause and effect, parents and
children.

In Suhrawardy’s thought, human actions are not limited to the material
world, but humans can a%so act in the imaginary world. He considers some



Q¥ L}A;z)p);é;)b@_.di.ii,ul@jw.“ﬁ-j

of the supernatural actions performed by the prophets as such. Those who
have reached the stage of celibacy can have such actions. The illuminations
of the world of light can also cause the emergence of some actions, for
eﬁmﬁ)le, some types of dance are caused by the illuminations of the world
of light.

Agccording to his light system, Shaikh Al-Ishraq offers a different
explanation of human natural actions. According to %im, natural actions
such as digestion, growth of organs, etc. are not performed by unconscious
nature, but the Lord of the human race is the cause of these actions.

In Suhrawardy’s view, society can become light or dark depending on
human actions. Among humans, the role of rulers in this field is the most
prominent. An illuminated society is a society in which knowledge, wisdom,
justice and other moral virtues have been spread.

Suhrawardy has divided the beings into light and darkness, but action
?ua action, does not fall under any ofgthem. Because each instance of action

alls under a different category.” Some examples of action are under the
category of quality, some are under the category of movement, and some
are under the category of substance. Therefore, to check whether the action
is light or darkness, each of its examples should be checked specifically. It
seems that action in the world of matter is one of the symptoms of darkness,
and action in the imaginary world depends on Suhrawardy’s perception of
tEis Wﬁrld. It is not clear whether this world is light or dark in Suhrawardy’s
thought.

A?cordin to what is stated in this article, it can become clear that
different philosophical systems can provide completely different
explanations of action and its related matters, even though these systems
have a similar view on the number of principles of action and the process of
action. What has been stated in this article is not all the effects of the
illuminationist system on action issues, but only some of these effects, and
there is room for other researches to deal with other illuminationist wisdom
consequences in action issues
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